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officers of Scotland Yard study precedent, I wonder?
If so, you may remember the famous case of Madeleine
Smith. She purchased a quantity of prussic acid, osten-
sibly because she had been told that it was good for
the complexion, if used as a face-wash.
" A little later, a young man to whom she had been
engaged died, under auspicious circumstances, from
poisoning by prussic acid. It was found that she had
ample motive for desiring the death of the young man,
and that she might have had an opportunity of
administering the poison. Yet, although she was charged
with murder, the crime could not be proved. The trial
was held in Scotland, and the jury returned a verdict of
not proven/'
" I don't know anything about Madeleine Smith,"
Hanslet replied. " Anyhow, from what you tell me, FU
bet an English jury would have found her guilty. But
that's not the point. You must admit, Professor, that
that purchase of strychnine* by Christine Venner is a
pretty queer coincidence. And, what's more, you must
have suspected something of the kind when you sug-
gested that I should have a look at Pepper's poison
book/'
" You know my passion for facts, Superintendent/'
said Dr. Priestley calmly.
" Yes, that's all very well, Professor. You collect
facts, like some people collect stamps. You look them
over, classify them, and stick them in a book, where you
can look them up when you want to, That's all very
well for you, but I'm a policeman, and this confounded
vermin killer sticks in my gizzard. Look here, Professor,
entirely between ourselves, and in the strictest con-
fidence, do you think that there is any chance that Sir
Alured made a bloomer?"
" I think the chance is so small as to be negligible/*
Dr, Priestley replied, " Nobody is immune from